Newsletter

ISLAMIC ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

Apgusi-October 1992

Volume &

MMumber 17

Mahathir patronises IAS Conference

Environment and Developmenti in the {slamic Worild

President Khan and Prince Al-Hassan send messages

The lslamic Academy of Sciences
has regently convened it sixth an-
nual conference in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, 10-14 Augusl 19492,

The Confercnce which was ens
titted ““Environment and
Development in  the [slamic
World,” was patronized by the
Frime Minister of Malaysia Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, and
wias designed to identify the global
covironmentzl  isspes  and  their
relevance 0 the [slamic World.
Amother  objective of the <on-
ference was to assess the particular
environmental problems of the
Islamic World and identify
remedics for such problems, The
conference was also intended to
dizeuss and analyse the various new
develepments/concepts  that have
come about over the last few years
in the arca of environment and
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development and also to define the
ride of WGOs in the sustainable
development process,

Sixtesn major presentations were
mads over the Tour day duration of
the activity that tackled all the ma-
Jor environmental issues and how
these are inter-linked with the
gencral process of development.

Particular environmental
phenomena such as desertification
and deforestation were also
reviewed by the hundred and thirty
parlicipants, who took part therein.

The conference which was co-
sponsared by the Ministey  of
Science, Technology and En-
vironment of Malavsia, the Islamic
Foundation For Science,
Technology and Development
{IFSTAD), the Jeddah-based

Islamic Development Bank (1DB)
as well as the United MNations En-
vironmenl  Programme ({UNEP),
concluded with the publishing of
the “*1AS Kuala Lumpur Declara-
tion™ which outhned to decision
and policy makers in the developed
and  developing  worlds core
strategies thal need Lo be adopeed
tor the achicvement of sustainaghle
development,

The Academy alse adopted a
resolution which  strongly  con-
demned the bloody war being wag-
el against the innocent civilians in
the former Yugoslav Republic of
Bosnia-Hercegovina,

The Prime Minister of
Malaysia

In his inaugural address, the
Malaysian Prime Minister said that
the South must achieve solidarity
and areue from a common stands
point 16 11 15 1o be effective in ensuar-
ing that the protection of the en-
vironment will noi cause develop-
ment 10 be retarded.

[slamic countries must play their
part in achieving this, he added.

The Prime Minister said the need
for a continuing dialogue between

( Continued on page 5)
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General Assembly meets at KL

Activities reviewed, Programe discussed

The Seventh meeting of the General
Assembly of the Islamic Academy
of Sciences was held in Kuaala
Lumpur { Malaysia), oo Thursday
I3 August 1992, under the chair.
manship of Prof. Mumiaz A Kazi,
Fresident of the Academy, and in
the presence of over forty Academy
[Fallcaws.

Several  important  ems were
dizgussed by the House incleding
presenl and futere activities of the
Academy, its Finances as well as s
relations with ather inlernational
OFRA ST IGoNE.

Reporl of the Secretariat

Dr Anwar Bilbeisi, the Academy's
Execulive Director General,
prescoled the House his report, in
which he outlined the work done by
the Secretarial during the months
upio August 199,

The EDG stated that the
Secretarvial had managed to secure
additional income for the Academy
and its variows wsolivilies,
acknowledging the help provided by
some of the Academy Fellows in
this respect,

Treasurer's Report

B Fakhruddin Daghestani firstly,
presented to the House the
Academy Statement of Accounils
for the veur ending 31 December
194 .

The Ceneral Aszembly reviewed
the -statement presented and ene
quired about some of the items mar,

The Assembly approved the 1991
atatement of Accounis; as
presented, and wenl on 0o review
the overzll financial state of affairs
of the Academy including the
estimated budget for 1993, and then
commended  the efforts of the

Treasurer and the fAS axecalive
stafT lor the soundness of  their
management of the Academy®s
finzncial resonrces,

The Academy Journal

The Chief BEditer, Prof. MNaci Bor
FIAS, of the Journgl of cthe [slamic
Academy of Sciences presented his
annal report 10 the House in which
he detatled the progress made by the
Jopurnal during its - [ivesvear ex:
istence,

Frof. Bor explained the variows
strategics adopted to popularize the
Journal, increwse the number of
sibscribers, improve the scientific
cantenl and generaily promote the
Journal as one of the leading
pablications in the Telamic World.

The Academy Fellows. expressed
satisfaction with the steady progress
made by the Journal and praised
the hearlening cfforts of Prol, Bor,
the Journal®s Chisl Editor:

1993 Conference

The General Assembly ex pressed 1ts
appregiation of the initiative of His
Excellency  Abdou  Diowf, the
President -of the Republic of
Senegal, who had  aracefully -
tenided an imwvitation to the
Academy to convene it 1993 Con-
ference im his country.

Al Albait University

The Genegral Aszembly of (he
dcademy  adopled a0 resolulion
thankmg HEH Prince Al-Hassan of
Jordan, Patron of the Academy,
for his efforis in helping (0 raise an
endowaent For the Academy and
plso For instrocting the allocation of
a building tothe Academy at the Al
Aldbait Umiversity: campus for an

Academy Science Centre.

The House further expressed ids
willingress to helpr this  new
Liniversity academically in prepar-
ing the varicus curricula,

Bosnia-Hercegovina

The House adopted a resclution
deploring the blocdy war being
wiaged  zgainst the people aof
Bosnia-Hercegoving, and appealing
o the infernational commimity,
United Nations and other
arganizations to help pul an im-
mediate end (o this deliberate ex-
termination. of people, ethnic
cleansing and wanton aggression
against the innocent people of the
B,

¥isil to Muslim Central Asia

The Geperal Assembly  approved
the sending of a joint 1AS and
COMSTECH - delegation 1o the
Muslim Republic: of Uirbekistan,
Kazakhistan, Kirghizistan as well a3
Axcrbaidzhan,

The purpose of the visit wonld be
(0 inibate contzcis  with  the
Academics of Sclences i lhese
republics - as. well as their S&T in
sbtEEIOns.,

Fhe visit, the General Assembly
agreed, would take place during
Seplemiber 1992,

h
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IAS Council convenes

The Council of the I[slamic
Academy of Sciences, Lhe
Academy’s execulive and managing
body, held its fourteenth meeting at
Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), o©n
Tuesday 11 Auvgosl 1992, The thir-
teenth was held at 1TAS Secretarial
i Amman, June 1992,

The Council reviewed the pro-
gress mede by the Academy in 1992,
dizcussed  at some  lemgth  (he
Academy’s  finances  and  fulure
programmes and activitics,

The Council evaliated the 1902
Academy Conlerence and discussed
the theme of the [993 Conference,
which will be held in Dakar, the
Senegal capital,

The Council also assessed the
qualila_:liw: improvement made by
the JTournal of the Acaderny, which
has been making superh progress,
and approved meazures 1o help e
Journal maintain s goalily and
pericadicity.

The Council further assessed the
possibility of organising a pilot
raining programme for cngineers
i Turkey, during the summer of
1523,

The Academy Council is made up
of (e President of the Academy
Prof. Mumtaz Al Kazi FIAS,
Vice-Presidents;  Prof., Mchmet
Ergin FIAS, Prof. Saleh Al-Athel
FIAS, PFrof. Mohamed Eamel
Mahmoud FIAS, Seccretary
General; Prof. Ali Kettani FIAS
and Treasurer Prof, Fakhruddin
Daghestani FIAS. The other
Council - Members: are Prof, M.
Shamsher Ali FIAS, Prof.
Souleymane Miang FIAS, and Prof.
Achmad Baigumni FIAS,

The Secretariat of the Academy
was represenfed af thess meclings
by Dr Anwar Bilbeisi, who is the
Execulive Director Ceneral  and
Eng., Mounsef Zoo'bi, the
Academy Technical Affairs Direc.
Iisr
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EDITORIAL LETTER-

Environment and Development: Where balance is
the goal

I. The unreleniing bui Just guest for develommens in mnast developing
colnirios has been having o marked effect on the sqvivovimiont, whelher
forceld, regional or glodal.

This scemario &5 onod, of course, unprecederted a5 exariples ecist
throughout hisfory where man-induced changes in the nafural sysienm
(rofure), fed haod an effect on e envivanment. These were some (imes
E L LTI

Chier the lasi fwo cenituries, and as the Indusivial Revoluiion bepan (o
feirr inclusirial fruits for Ewrope, the cate af change in (e environment,
Pk & sharp ruen pwaeds,

2 The 1972 Stockholm Conference on Envieorment and Develop-
wienf is the modern day landmark in ferms of man's environmental
awakening or refuvenated apprecianion of the finess of nature.

The 1992 Bio de Saneire Canference marked a further fondmark on
Fhig sane polh.

3. Az g resull, @ consensis hay developed that there exisis a genuing
awarehess aaongst ¢ preal many af the world's popelacion of the grove
e vireveeendal pradfemns facing the planer, foday,

The comcertt SmMong developing couniries seems to be for poveriy, in-
adequate waler resolrees and the nar-existence of health core- g situa-
tian which is cornering these counsries info using their natural resources
in arder ta Survive.

in develfoped countries, on the other fand, the concern 5 for global
wariting, onone depletion av well o3 endanpered biodiversity.

4. 00 does seemn glso Bhal the sclentists, lechnologisis, sowme decision-
makers and politiciens: have developed remedies, scientific ar well ax
econemic, for the environmensal problems of the dav. There iv talk, for
instance, of "Sustainalie Developmend. ™'

. The only way forward therefore would be through genwine North-
South, arnd South-Bouth, eo-aperaiion so that this gap can be bridged.

This is perhaps due fo the foct that environmental problems and their
cures, wWrinwlly touchdare umbretiad by every single aspect of Man's
fife, foe are @ multifaceted phenomenon (soclal, economic, educational,
fepiafarive, ..,

d. The fslamic Academy of Sciences Kuale Lumpur Conference dicd
represeni a fangile mranifestaiion of South-Souh dialpgue and indeed
the JAS Declorarion on Envirarment and Development in the Isfamic
Worrld was drafted so as to frsely re-iterate the grear imporiance Tslgm
adiaclies o e ervivosiient o8 i delines s relationsiip (o natire s
i o mcre stewardship rather chan uneesivicied masiery,

—
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The Decigration sysierationlly
sumirmarived the wide varieiy of en-
wirgnmenial problews that confrond
the pouniFies af the world, Third
World including Ivlamic countries,
I Pl icelar.

The Declarasion further denaiied
a wide range af measures thai need
fov b imiperrrenied by the inierng-
fonal cormmunity, decisiok makers,
scientisis awd fechrolopisis, educa-
Haralists amd erwronmentaiivis the
Ward  ovér, s bhat the  gre
vironmendn! degradarion s halted
wiltilsr - developrani % susiained.
The Declaration also appealed fo
che leaders and policy and decision
mrakers af the Fslamie World o
showlder  thelr Bistarical respon
sibilicies  and  adopr a ser of
sesres i oarder fooaffmn Sy
taivable  (Edvirormend-friendiv)
Dievelaprent, '

Dakar host for 93

The Academy has recently received
notice of the wish of His Excellency
Abdouw Diouf, President of the
Republic of Seneeal and Chairman
of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference, that an LAS activity be
organised in the Senegal capitai,
Dakar, during 1993,

In hiz letter to the Secretariat, the
President, expressed his country's
willingness to host the 1993 1A%
Conference and meetings,

Mn Academy  Science  and
Orgamising Committess will soon be
assigned 0 start the necessary
academic and organisational ar-
rangements for this gctivity.

CONDOLENCES

The Fellows of the Islamic
Academy of Sciences, the Academy
Council and execulive steff are sad
to annoynee the untimely demise of
Professor  Djibril Fall, Founding
Fellow of the Islamic Academv of
sciences=Directar of Higher
Education at the Senegalese
Ministry of Edugation,

FProfessor Fall was a distinguish-
ed Muslim scholar wha served his
couniry and Academy, wilh devo.
tion and dedication. He will be
greatly missed by his family, friends
angd fellow scientists,

Pay Allah endow him with His
Hafirma,

Delegation visits

Central Asia

Ajoint Academy and COMSTECH
(Organisation of the [Izlamic
Conference-Mimsierial Commitiee
on Sciemtific. and Technological
Co-operation) delegation  has
recently concluded a 2 week visil 1o
Muzline Central Asia,

The delegation was made up of:
Frof, Mumiaz & Kazi FIAS,
President of the [slamic Academy
aof Sciences and Co-ordinator
General of COMSTECH: Prof,
Mehmet Ergin FIAS, Academy
Vice-President: Prof. Ali Kettani
FIAS, Secretary General of the
Academy; Prof. Fakhruddin
Daghestani FIAS, Academy
Treasurer -and  Prof.. Salambelk
Khadzhiev FIAS, Director General
of the Grozny Petroleum Rescarch
[nstitwte and Academy Fellow from
the Chechen-Ingush,

The -delegation wvisited the
Academigs of Sciences and ofher
institudions in Uzbekistan,
Kazakhistan, Kirehizistan as well as
Azerbaidzhan,

The purpose of the visil was to
document information about these
newly independent republizs and to
assess  lhe possibility’ of co.
aperaling with their various scien-
[ific institutions.

Draft memoranda of understan
ding were also agreed upon with
some of these mstituticons,

The General Assembly of the
Academy as well as s Cooncil had
carlier approved plans {0 inercase
intgraction with these newly in-
dependent republics of the former
Soviet Umion, of which some have
already become [ully  Fledged
members of  the various OIC
OrEamisEtnmns,
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{ Comtinued from page 1)

the rich and poor, betwesn Morth
and South, was ohvious,

“While Morth-South interaclion
afd co-operztion iz central to the
prevention of global environmental
degradation and the need for sns-
Lanied sconomic growth, the South
must not ignore the many. oppor-
bunities available (o alse enbhance
Soulh-South co-operation, ™'

“The scientistz of the [Klamic
Waorld have moch Lo contribute
towards South-South co.operation
in the field of envi‘onment and
development.®”

Dr Mahathir said that the [AS
Conference in izell was a langible
mainfestation of Sowth-Souwth co-
operation.

There should be closer col-
laboration among the scientists in
such areas as ¢limate change and
biolemical diversity. **Your research
Findings and technical data will alse
serve te atrengihen the bases of our
negotiators as they negoliate the
varios  environmentl related con-
ventions and prococoels, " e said,

Dr Mabathir went on o say that
sound and wertfizhble data were
crigcial i the South  was 1o
safeguard 1ts imferests in
multilateral negotiations.

“Seience and technology have a
critical role o play i the glebal
codesvour (G priotect the environ-
ment and (o promote sustainabls
development,

In this regard, scholars, scientists
and researchers in the  Muslim
World must not lag behing of they
wish to help the Eimmah expand
and consalidate their scientific and
technological base, particularly i
the wvital arca of research -and
development,'” he said,

De Mahathir said thar Islamic
counlries which are m many in-
stances very richly endowed, must
improve  their  educational and

scientific research facilinies 50 as 1o
ensure the capability of the Ummah
e kecp up witho scientific and
technobogical advancemants and o
imprave on them,

Or Mahachir also said that in
order 1o aceelerate this process and
Lo sitake Uhe guanium leap that was
necessary o improve: the guality of
life of the Ummah, i was impariant
Chit Muskim scientlists accumulate
as much knowledge as possible 5025
o contribute 0 the development of
enviconmentally sound technology.

“What 15 sultable lor developed
countries may nal ke for developing
counlries. [Lis up to the seientists in
the developing countries o devise
and modify the technologies of the
developed  countries o suit  the
necds of the developing countries '

B Mahathic said that altheugh
the basic infrastrocture of science
and technology was available in
many [slamic countries, i1 was nog
sufficient to cope with the rapid
development in this field that was
1aking place world-wide.

He said (he importance of a
strong and sound base of science
and technology could nol  be
overemphasized.

““The base underping our efforis
te zalve the problems of food,
defence, security, shelter, fuel and
energy, health and the snhaneement
of agriculureal and industral pro-
duction.™

[ Mahathir said Malaysia had
recognised the need o develop s
technological  capabilities  in ils
quest Lo achieve the status of a Melly
developed mation by the vear 2020,

He suid 10 be a developed nation
did mot mean merely achieving the
same GNP per capita of the rich
cOuniries,

“This is important of course
hecause national poverty tends (o
undermine  independence.  But
equally important is the acguisition
of knowledge that can contribute

towards national  security  and
scientific: and  Technological in-
dependence.'”

He said without this; they
(developing countries)wauld
glways be. supplicants, dependent
on the charity of others, He also
said troe indepensdence should nor
lead 1o the kind of arrogance that
resulted in rash actions and ac-
uisiiivensss,

“Ar. much as we wvalue in-
dependence, we must respect the
independence of athers, and thus
being developed muost include the
practice of ecod  moral  valoes
within society amd between sociaties
and nations,™ he said.

Dro Mahathir urged PMuoslim
seientists 10 adhers o good moral
vallues.

“Their knowledge shoutd he for
the good of the Ummah in general,

The Ummah, with the help of
Muslim scicntists must project Lo
the world the troe meaning of
Buman  civilisalion and  progress,
for it i enjoined upon Muslims (e
aogquire knowledge not for evil but
for the good of mankind.'”

He said Fellows of the [slamic
Academy of Seiences had a signifi-
cant rade to play in promoting the
develepment of science and
technoloey in the [slamic World,
angl that they bad a catalyiic role in
promoling growth and progress of
the Islamic World in particalar and
the rest of the world in genecal.

He concluded by saving that the
Academy as a non-governmental
organisation had a valuable con-
ributicn 0 make, particularly
through the morglly sound applica-
tion of science and technology,

Hiz Excellency President
Khan

President Ghulam  Ishag Khan,
President of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan and Palron of the Islamic

e
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Academy of Sciences, emphasised
the unprecedented and dramatic
cnvironmental change that has been
taking place.

In his message, which was
delivered by Prof. MNacem Khan
FIAS%, the President noted the ever
increasing rate of emission of a
variety of gases, of which some are
catalysing Lthe green-house
phenomencn, global warming and
climate change.

The President attribuced the miain
cause of the present global en-
vironmental crises to the fact that
Man has moved away from  his
natural habilat and is adopting an
arlificial life-style and is improperly
using high-tech appliances.

“In  his  relentless  pursuit  for
madernisalion and urbanisation he
has played havoe with the wvery
roots of hiz exisience. He has over
cxplaited the ecosystem already at
lezst in some parts of the globe, and
disturbed the natural balance with
Lhe resuft that he is facing today an
impending calamity which is
threatening his very survival an the
globe,™ the President added,

President Khan went on to say
that Man’s desire (o dominate the
universe coupled with his dwindling
faith have both resulted in a crigis
which he is not able to manage, and
therefore he bas beeome the victim
of his own wrong deings, He added
that there was a realisalion that an
effort had 10 be made to protect the
fragile ecosysiem from destruction,
which has led to increased con-
sciousngss on the part of pecples
and governments, the world over,
however, concrete actions had vet
e come at a global level,

The President then highlighted
the growing demands of the ever
increasing population of the Islamic
World in terms of industrialization,
excessive farming and energy which
all need to be undertaken in a

regulated manner 50 as not o have
undesirable consequences oo the
SIVICOIIment,

President Kban  concluded by
saying that he hoped that the con-
ference would work oul a set of
recommendations and strategies for
the proteciion and preservation of
the environment and conservalion
of the Islamic World's valuable
resources, an owhich future genera-
tions depend.

His Royal Highness Prince
Al-Hassan

In his message 1o the Conference,
His Royal Highness Prince Al-
Hassan, Patron of the Islamic
Academy of Sciences, highlighted
the role that individuals, organisa-
tions and nations can play in har-
monizing the demands of the en-
vironmient with the needs of
development, in order 10 help, ...
steer us all salely mio the 215t cen-
tury,""

HEH further emphasised, in his
message which was delivered by
FProf., Abdel Salam Majali F1AS,
that the world is witnessing an un.
precedented change, **We stand ara
thresheld, the greatest  that
mankind has vet faced in all spheres
of human activity... '™ Such a
phenomenen, HEH added, left no
room for insularity and promoted
the concepts of interdependence
and thg stride to enrich our (the
Muslion World s ) common lod,

In Tslam, HRH went on to sy,
dominion aver the Barth s Gods
alone whilst the human status is
that of stewardship and indeed the
congepl of balance iz vital to =ns-
tainable, forward-looking policies.

The conditions prevailing at the
twurn of the 21st century are Lhe
result of decisions taken al the pre.
sent fime, and it was for this pur-
pose Lhat a remedial package of ac-
tions needed 1o be shared by the

developed and developing coun-
tries, the Prince added.

[ndiusiralsed socisties neaded to
changs their production patterns, in
order 0 minimise wasle, support
developing countries. The need to
ensure that only environmenially
sensitive technolegy is transferred
te the developing countrics is also
another duty of advanced coun-
tries, the Prince added,

The [AS Patron further address-
ed the question of cnergy pointing
out that the developing world pro-
vided most of the Worlds energy
resources, A fact on which, i was
vital, the priorities of the develop-
ing couwntries be clearly focused.

A balance needed to be struck,
the Prince added, betwsen en-
vironmental and  developmental
considerations in all countries, one
which would take into account
global concerns, such as poverty,
fresh-water resources as well as
desertification.

"MNew  vision s needed at all
levels, from global o grass roots.
The rapid esconomic development
model,  with itz environmental
strains and humean alicnation, must
give wiay [0 8 new paradigm, sen-
silive both to the needs of the en-
vironment and the welfare of peo-
ple, The articufation of swch a
model is among the main challengas
of our time, "

The Prince went an (o arliculate
the importance of addressing the
human wvalues towards the en-
viromment, as it is with individuals
that change ultimately begins and
cnds,

Prince Al-Hassan concluded by
sawing that the [slamic World has a
leading role 1o play in the forging of
a wizionm for a sestainable fulure,
"You are all part of this great
enterprise; and [ am confident that
our knowledge and our siralegics
will be the richer for your {the

: P
Conferges” ) efforl. :
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His Excellency Law Hicng
Ding

In his statement at the opening sesi-
sion of the conference, the Minister
af Science, Technolopy and the
Environment  of Malavsia, the
Honorable Law Hieng Ding, stated
that many countries scldom con-
sider the tong term impact that their
developmental activities have on the
ervireomerl.

The Minister went on to say how
the Rio Conference marked a turs-
g point o ferms of co-operation
betwecn gavernments, professional
bodies, non-governmental
arganisalions, public and privale
seclors &5 well as individueals,

The Minister further smphasised
the importance of co-operation in
the ficld of information exchangs
saving that if a svstem on ths
technical capability snd on en-
vironmentlzl research can be ime-
proved, then organised fechoology
fransber belween Lie various coun-
trics can be undertaken.

His Excellency Dr Mumtaz
Kaxi

[n his address Prof. M A Kasi,
President of the 1A% and Co-
crdinator General.of COMSTECIH,
thanked His Excellency Dxatuk Seri
G diahachis Mohamad, the Prime
Minister of Malaysia for gracing the
conference and  addressing  its
apening sessien, Alse, he thanked
the twe Patrons of the 1AS, HRH
Prince Al Hassan Tbn Talal and His
Excellency Ghulam  Ishag Khan,
President of the Islamic Republic of
Fakistan for the messages they o
bath sent on the ceeasion.

Prof. Kazi firstly emphasised the
impoartance  of the ecological
security which is considered as the
mosl  important  element of the
development process.

“Oar planet is curcently facing a
fundamental change in climaic and
cnvironment and i will be subjected
Lo pressures unprecedenisd in

history,'" the ozone depletion, the
acid rains, the concentration of
chloreflourecarbons, ground waler
contamination, air pollation,
deforestation  and  other en-
vironmenlal problems which can
cause damage, he stated.

Prof. Kazi went on 1o say that it
is a historical fact thal many obd
civilizations perished because they
masmanaged their soil and water
resources, s0il s being coentinuously
damaged and spoiled  and  the
spread of desertification is becom-
ing more menacing i most of the
developing countries,

The [slamic World bs already
wilnessing  the  effect of  (hese
changes in many countries, en-
vircnmental deecpdation iz on the
increase, deserls  are  expanding,
many plant and animal specics arc
dizappearing, air and water are get-
ting increasingly polluted, so the
Islamic countries should not remain
spectators o these  impending
changes v the world enviromment,
Prof. Kari added.

Muslim gountries showld adopt
better means of management of
their naturzl resources and their
environment and should participate
fully in the world crusade Tor pro-
tecting the global environment From
further deterioration and ecological
warsening, Prof, Kaz concluded.

Al the end af his address, Prot.
Karz thanked the 1AS Scicnce
Commitles for their excellent work
in. organining  lhe  conferencs,
[slamic Foundation for Seience,
Technology  and  Development
CIFSTALY, Islamic Development
Bank {IDBE} United Maticons En-
vironment  Programme {(UNEP),
United MWatons Educational,
Spientific and Culieral Crganiza-
tion (UMESCOY, the Ministy of
mciense, Technology and the En-
viromment and the Government of
Malavsia for co-sponsoring  the
conference alonewith the LAS,

Former EDMG takes up new
posi

Dr Hani El-Mulki, (ormer Ex-
coulive  Director General of the
Academy, has recenily becn ap-
pointed Secretary General of the
Jordan Higher Council for Science
and Technoloegy .

Dr El-Mulki, who served as EDG
during 1987-1989, retwins his pre-
sent post as President of the Royal
Scientific Society of Jordan, RS5.

Jordan pays dues
to Academy

The lslamic Academy of Sciemoss
has recently received the second in-
stalment of the annual grant of the
government ol the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan.

Dr Anwar Bilbeisi, the
Academy®s  Executive Director
General, expressed his appreciation
of the mwiative af the Jordanian
eovernment, and lauded the con-
timuous support Jordan and the
Academy Patron-Prince Al-Hassan
accord the [AS, the Secretariat of
which is based in Amman, Jordan



INVIRONMENT SPECIAL

Islamic Academy of Sciences
Environment and Development in the
Islamic World

DECLARATION

Adopted at Kuala Lumpur {(Malaysia)
15 Safar 1413
14 August 1992

PFPREAMBLE

WHEREAS  Allah  (God)
Subhanahu-Wa-Ta'ala has creared
Man in the best of forms, and has
created all Xinds of things in due
halance, and has made man the
mere manager of the Earth and not
a propricfier; a beneficiary and not
a disposer or ordainer;

WHEREAS Allah  haz  granted
hymankind the inheritance of all
sources of life and’ resources of
nature;

WHEREAS the doctrines of [slam
are immaculately explicit and em-
phatic in emphasising thal human
relation to nature shoold he one of
stewardship and not of unrestricted
maslery;

WHEREAS [slam  promelcs a
necded ceological balance between
all living ecremtyres and their life-
AusTaining envirdnmenl;

WHEREAS all countries have a
right to g reasonable share of social
and economic development, as [ong
as this development = nod doing ir-
reversible damage to the local,
regional and giobal enviromments;

WHEREAS the global ean-
vironmental change and degrada-
tion is closely linked and affected
by the developmental, sccial and
gcanomic activities and should not
be considersd separaiely from the
process of development, bot showll
be dealt with as part of an “En-

vironment  and  Development™
el e A o T 1 L

WHEREAS i(he Earth's natural
svstems of land, air and water are
being damaged on a planetary scale
and af previously unknown rates of
change;

AND WHEREAS the achigvement
af  sustained and equilable
development was, and remainsg, one
of the greatest challenges conlron-
ting humanity;

NOW THEREFORE the Islamic
Avcademy of Sciences:

(2] ACKNOWLEDGIMG that
““Sustainable Development should
be the targel policy of all countries,
and should encompass the concept
of social equity between present and
fulure generations, in line with the
Cruranic injunctions and. the Sun-
nah;

(b)) ACKNOWLEDGING that the
basic pre-requisite for “'Sustainable
Development'” has oo be research in
science  and technology  and
economics, health, agriculiure,
ete, .. that gime at:

(i3 Helping the poor identify
their priorities and  meet their
human needs:

(11} Charting acw development
paths that will meet the growing
demands of an increasing world
papulation, withouwt exhausting,
polluting and mis-manazing the

planct’'s natural resources -and
conseduently causing irreversible
damage (0 the planet's natural
FyElems;

(o] TAKING INTO ACCOUNT
the Beijing Declaration of 1991,
and the recent Kuala Lumpur asd
Rio de Janeiro Declarations on
Environment and  Development;
and

MOREOVER the lslamic Academy
of Sciences:

(aj NOTING WITH OQONCERMN
the worsening global environment,
which: iz affecting  (he  sO0Cio-
cconomie condetion and even the
very existence of man, and is 3
diret consequence of the lack of
regsonable wse of the world’s
natural resources, particularly the
three basie elements of life: land,
waler and air, and dogs not only
inzlude the aspects of air pollution
and climaie change, global warm-
ing, veone depletion and acid rain,
bhut also incorporates the
phenomenon of severe pollution in
rivers, lakes and other marine cn-
vironments;

{B) NOTING the grave mis-justice
i the present inlerpational
cconomic order, particularly i
relation to commmerce and finance
and the North-South technology
iransier, and that such & situation
will only ead to the back-flow of
financial -resooarces into the
developed sconomies of the MNorth
and io the economic and social
backwardness of developing coun-
trics:

[c) MOTING WITH CONCERN
the alarming volume and the ever
whcreasing  rate. of Third World
debl, which not only hampers sus-
tainable development but is also
depleting the natural resources of
the Third World, and invoking

—
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serious, polentially very damaging,
enviranmenial phenomena;

(41 MOTING WITH CONCERN
the existence of an uncalled for
double standard, particularly with
cepards 1o appraising naticnal en-
vironmestal stcategies of the coun-
tries of the South and those of the
Marih;

(¢} BEING ALARMED at the fact
that one billios human beings are
living in acute poverly, without the
least possible access to basic health
ciare - a prereguisite for a berter
standard of living;

{f3 BEING CONCERNED at the
ever mcrgasiog rate of urbanisation,
with the world's cities  growing
twice as fast as the werld’s average
population growth, putting even
mare strain en the existing urban
infrastrscture;

() BEING CONCERNED at the
plight  of mallion: of refugees
throughout the Third World, peo-
ple fleeing from perscoution, from
inlecnal conflicts, From  poverty,
from famine, from natural
disasters, from wars, and the mass
movement of labour migrants;

(h) NOTING WITH CONCERN
the great increase im the rate of
emizzion of ‘“green-house’ gases, a
phenomenon which could reseltina
process of climate change and an
merease in global temperaiore and
thus effect many developing coun-
tries, low-lying countries, coastal
cities and islands;

(11 NOTING the cver increasimg
rate of deforestation-in tropical and
northern  forests alike, A
phenomencn which is adversely af-
focting soil and water quality and
flow cic,.., inthese areas;

(i} NOTING WITH CONCERN
the alarming rate of desertification,
affecting a large number of CNC-

member counires, particolarly in
the continent of Africa, the in-
ereasing Cregquency of Moodimg end
drought, deterioration of the quali-
ty of water, conlaminafion  and
erasion of sail;

(k) OBSERVIMG WITH C0N-
CERN the absence of an adequate
and sustainable agrcultural  and
cural development policy in many
developing countries, pacticularcly
in the area of food securily, the in-
creasing dependency on chemical
pesticides and Fertilizers, which is
affecting soil fertility and organic
balance;

(1 MOTING WITH COMNCERM
the serivus degradation of moun-
Lain ecosysiems, which arg smpor-
fant For sustainakle development,
as more lapd 15 browght  into
Jdizorganized cultivation and more
trees felled;

im}) BEING CONCERNED al the
ever cndangered biodiversity  in
many parts of the world, not only in
terms OfF the variety of specics, bt
also in terms of the genetic varias
tions af species;

{n] BEING EXTREMELY COXN-
CERNED with the wvery serious
depletion of fresh-waler resources
in many Islamic countries, which is
nol only dug o the basic and
natural shortage of this resource
and the extensive use of waler {or
iccigation, but also o the mis-use
and mis-managenmtent of available
water resources, particularly in ur-
han centres;

(o) BEING EXTREMELY CON-
CERNED with the problem of
waste dizsposal  whether  nuclear,
chemical, ete..., which is becoming
a seriows envircnmental problem in
the Morth and the Souch alike: and

(p)} NOTING WITH CONCERN
the lack of comprekensive and in-
tegrated policies of environmental

CCoumics in omost ONC-member
states, A silwation  which s
demaoting long-term envirgnmental
cofteeris down many countries' lises
of prioritics;

CALLS UPON the international
community, decision makers,
scieniisis amd technolagists, edoca-
tiopakists and epvironmentalisis the
world over to!

(a7 RECOGNIZE  thal the
developad and rich countries, in the
light of their responsikility for the
degradation of the environmenl and
because of their sizeable material
resources, are morally and homanly
required to zssist developing coun-
tries in overcoming their on-
vironmemntal problems;

(b} MAKE the technological and
financial resources available 1o the
developing counicies, 1w such 2
manner that would not hamper
these countnies from achieving sus-
tainable. Cenvironment - friendiy )
development;

(o) URGE mulii-national and na-
tionel companiss to stop manufac-
turing soil damaging pesticides and
ather chemicals, and the manufec-
turess of technologically - obselete
agriculivural prodociz and tools 1o
stop  (transferring) such- en-
viropmentally damaging  products
to Third World couniries;

(d} HELP the [east developed
countries: (LDCs) sufficiently
(economically and technologically)
50 as not Lo legve them with no ap-
tion other than to destroy Lheir en-
virgnment and deplete their raw
materigls, in order o attain
development; X

(1 HELP PROMOTE the idea of
self-relignt  development znd the
idea of casi-effective development;

[ £y ASSESS the history of the tremd
—
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ENVIRONMENT SPECIAL

af the “'Global Warming'*
phenomenon  and wurpe the
developed  countries, which are
alterall the major produgers ol the
gases  that  contribute o rthis
phenomenon and therefore the en-
tities legally accountable for it to
minirmze their emssions of such
EESCE]

(g} DETERMINE AND
MOMNITOR the appropriate
mechamsms for combating deser-
tification, replenishing forests and
halting flead and droughl-invaking
phenamena;

(hl HALT the dumping of nuclear-
wasles 11 (he seas and oceans of the
relatively unpolluted Southern
hemizphers and to heavily invest in
R&D  ammed at  finding  en-
vironmentally acceplable solutions
to the problem of myclear and
chemical waste-dumping;

AND APPEALS 1o the leaders and
palicy and decizion-makers of the
Falamic World 1o

{a) ADOPT strategies that em-
phasize the great mpartance -
corded by lslam to the buman en-
vironmment, af the educational as
well as the social and econemic
lewvels;

(b INTRODUCE appropriate
legislation reearding the protection
af the humman enviranment;

(¢} FORMULATE educational
policies that promoie cnyvironmen-
tal profection, using the greatest
instrument  of  envirenmental
cducation-the environment itself-io
revitalize the teachingdearning ab-
jectives;

(d} TAKE immediate measures [or
the eradication of iliteracy in the
whale of the Muszlim Ummah as o
further means of increasing en-
vironmental proteciion  through
education;

(e}l ADOPT the appropriate
measures reguirad Tfor the founding
of an appropriate Buman environ-
ment for the populalion, in lhe
basic areas of personal fresdom,
social and job security, health care,
] {0

(1 PROMOTE co-operation bet-
ween  countrigs, institutions and
non-governmenial organisations in
the [slamic World and beyond in
the [ield of EBEnvironment and
Development;

() PROYIDE encouragement and
Munding to MCGOs that are active in
protecting the environment;

(h) TACKLE the root problems of
health care and  control, ap-
propriate - lechnology  adoption,
food and water-gecurity and the
provisien of shelter;

111 ARRANGE 1o continuously
monitor the varieus polloting and
environmentally degrading af-
Muenis, eroding agents, e, and
scb-upSsupporl  relevanl  research
and development and  extension
projects on g natienal, regional and
Ummah-level bases;

(i) ENCOURAGE house-holders
o adopt, on an individeal-level,
chemical-free  agriculture for
house-hold self-sufficiency, 50 a5 10
limit the need for the wery highly-
mechanised  fertilizer-dependent
and emvirenmentally damaging
agriculture;

(k} UNDERTAEKE immedizle
measures 1o save ogr lslamic ine
frastructural and architeciural
heritage which is threatened by the
prezeni-day erosive enviranmsant, in
many historical citics throughout
the [zlamic and Third Worlds; and

(13 INITIATE AND SUPPORT
research  and  development  on
renewable  and  environmentally-
sale energy resources,

Islamic Acade
The Situation in |

RESO]

Adopled at Kuala
14 Saf
13 Aug

The Islamic Academy of Sciences,
al its sixth annval conference,
Environnent and Development in
the [siamic World, and in the
presence of over one hundred and
thirty scientists and scholars From
all over the warld, discussed the
bloady war being waged agoinst the
puslim population in the Republic
of Bosnia-Hercegoving, Following
is he resolution adopted by the fA5
on this grave matter:

The lslamic Academy of Sciences
noles with deep concern  and
anguish the terrible and bloady war
being waged against the  Muslim
people of the Bosnia-Hercegovina,
and the unjustified and syvstematic
destruction of the educational and
scientific institulicens in thal coun-
Lry.

The L45 appeals 10 the interna-
tional community, United MNations
and other organisatiens, and peace
loving peoples throughowt the
world to help put &an immediate end
e this deliberate extermination of
people, ethnie cleansing and wan-

-1
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bon agEression agaimnst e innocent
civilians of the Bosnia.
[t appeals to the Muslim coun-
trics and the varicus OFC organisa-
tions to take effective and im-
mediate measures 1o help stop ihe
massacce of the Muslims in that
country and assist s populaticn in
their present plight both politically
and fmancially.
The JAS further requests all the
Muslim organisations, Islamic in-
stitutions, international NGOs to
make their voices heard against this
criminal act of violence and use ail
their resourees 1o help the people of
Bosnia defend themselves against
such savage brulality.
The FAS further condemns wne-
guivocally all such cases where the
- more mighly lakes action against
the weak, It Feels that if such prac-
Lices are allowed to continue, there
will be mo. justice or harmony Lo
sppeak of, in the world.

The Islamic Academy of Sciences
therefore, urges the international
commumnity to realize s respon-
sibality and help stop this genocids
of the poor and the innocent peaple
of the Bosnia-Hercegoving,

An effort to speed rescoe of ozone laver

The speed with which the Earth’s czone blanket 5 being depleted has
alarmed environmentalists, scientists and scholars, the world over.

Environmental officials say expert opinion is virtually unanimons
that chemicals destroying ozone must be phased out much maore guickly
than originaliy planned,

Governments have bean requested recently [0 propose and agree cer-
tain changes to 1987 Montreal protocol which aimed e halt czone
damage.

[he United Mations Enviropment Programme UNEP, will adopt a
proposal limiting the use of certain chemicals by Lhe end of 1993, four
vears carlier than previowsly agread.

Mew research showing ozone damage across the northern hemisphere-
and not just Antarctica where damage was first spotted-has jolted in-
dustrialized nations,

The United States agreed to phase oul the main ozone-destroyers by
the end of 1995, The Euraopean Communily decided in March 1o press
far renegetiating the Montreal protocel ever the same period.

The main culprits are chloroflucrocarbons (CFCs), halons and car-
bon teteachloride-which are used in refrigerators, air conditioners,
plastic foams, aerosols and indusirial solvents.

[ndustry has suggested that hydrochlorofluorocarbons ( HCOFCs) are
less damaging to the ozene layer than other substances, bul the en-
vironmental groups say, they will also be pressing for a ban of HCFCs
Az well.

Dzone is considered a pollutant at groond level, but scientists say ifs
presence in the upper atmosphere about 10 miles { 16 kilometers) up-Is
beneficial. The ozone layer blocks some of the sun's ultraviclet radia-
tion, which causes skin cancer, eye calaracts and crop damage.

Damage to the ozone layer s already so severe that experts recom-
mend wearing hats when outside for long periods, sunscreen ail and
sunglasses that block uliraviolet rays.

Sejentists first found a hole in the ozone layer over the Antarctic in
1986,

In February, U.S. scientists noticed high levels of ozone eating
chlarine monoxide over Morth America and Europe, higher than any
readings recorded before, anywhere on the planet.

The rescarchers said ozone depletion as severe as 30 to 40 per cent had
already oecurred over the northern hemisphere.

During the Copenhagen Conterence, scheduled for November 1992,
various proposals will be presented for formal adoption by rninisters of
the 10 or 50 parties 1o the 1981 Montreal Protocal,

#

<l1=




GUEST ARTICLE

E

Sharing and caring for a better world
Dr Mostafa Tolba

Executive Director, UNEP

Mature works in mystennows wavs,
Since it containg the wonders. of
life, and some answers o our
origing and survival, we seek to
conserve  it, To  conserve 1,
however, means understanding how
nature has survived these millions
of years. These secrets will take
hundreds of years to unravel.

The Malaysian foresis have ex-
citedd much scientific inferest, and
may hold the cure for many human
disenses, wol scientisis search for
weeks and sometimes months [or
rare species of plants and animals in
its forests. Hardly surprising as
there are thousands of species of
plants  and an  equally diverse
amount of animals, At the end of
that search, however, there ace siill
some cguestions  beoggimg 0 be
answered.

How do we preserve the gifts of
pature that we find i rich areas
such as Malaysia? How do we ex-
ploit these gifls without disturbing
the delicate balance of nature?

Selcfge EiVes WS SOME HIEWers.
The news,. alas, s not altogether
heartening, [t reveals that we are
sbusing mature's gifts, water, air,
forg and Fawna 1o our paril,

What are we o do abaur 7

There are some who seem Lo ad-
vocate preserving parts of the world
ac =ome kind of natoral history
musenin, Preservation per se iz no
longer 4 valil currency. The issue
today is poverly that enslaves many
developing countrics, and that en-
gures - their  continued  and  ac-
celerating envirenmental destruc-
fion.

The way oul of this is by
development  that is bath
economically, aml ecologically sus-
fainable. And the only way o deal
with global environmeni problems

i to ensure the co-operation of
Bothh  developed and  developing
counkrics.

The indusinabsed wosld, they
sy, is absessed hy green issues such
as ozone depletion, climate changse
and loss of biological diversity, but
less concerned about the problems
of the developing world such as
poverty, discase, lack of adequale
water, loss of productive sails and
5000l

There 15, however, & Erowing
recagnition that the problems Taced
by the developing countries,
although olten locally or regicnally
distribngeed, are i reality global
isoes, im that at feast pact of the
causc can be found in global pal-
terns of consumption, trade and
eeanemic activily, A major part of
their solutions must come. through
the co-operation. of the developed
COLNrigs,

The recently ended United Ma-
tions Conference on’ Environment
and Development (UNCED) ad
dressed same of these issues which |
proviously ramsed at the Scoond
hinisterial Conference of Develop-
ing Countries on Environment and
Bevelopment in Buals Lumpur on
April 28, 192

Co-operalion Chus iz the key
ward inoany effort oo deal with
global  environmeénial problems.
Wilkout 11 there can ke no consen-
sies, This is why we chose the theme
of Care angl Share for this year’s
World  Esnvironment  Day.  We
wanted the world communily 1o be
reminged  that in rencwing  our
pledge 10 the world and
humankind, 1o keep the sarth whale
and intaet, we musl prove thai we
cire  abowl our planet’s and
children’s  Fulure. If we  really
believe that people are part of the
solution 1o problems, we will be
ready o oshare our lechnical and
finangial  resources . and  respon-
sibilities with one another,

malaysiz iz ideally placed w do
ihis. As an emerging and eloguent
voice in international fora, not beast
in the corridors of power in the
United MNWations, Malavsia's
peanomic swceess and the strengli
and dypamism of 15 peoples are an
inspiration 1o many. Under the
leadership of Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathic Mohamad, who
belisved sifongly that the environ-
ment and developnent are Che two
sides of the same coin, the country
will go on to greater heights seeing
the benelits of an environmentally
just and safe world:

The country has shown that il is
keen on pursaing the cornerstone of
its: political philosophy: leadership
by example. It has, for imstance,
sipned the UMEPR inspired. land-
mark treatics such as the Conven-
tionr an Biologicel  Diversity Lo
preserve the carth’s natural assels,
signed the final act of the Basel
Conventicn on  the Control of
Transhboundary  Movements  of
Hazardouws  ‘Wastes and  their
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Disposal, and acceded to the Vien-
na Convention for the Protection
of the Ozone Layer and its Mon-
treal Protocol.

To recognise Malaysia’s con-
tribution 1o environmental affairs
we have awarded UNEP's Global
S0 Roll of Honour for En-
vironmental Achicvement 1o five of
its outstanding personalities and
arganisations,

Other areas of co-operation arc
in education, regional seds pro-
grammes, indusiry and environ-
ment, water and zoil. UNEP also
works closely with the University af
Malava on a number of projecls
and under the UM o sysiem’s
technical co-pperation project the
government is preparing a policy
and planning an overview on en-
vironmental aspects of development
planning and co-operation.

UNEF on its parl conmiinges o
implement its mandate and remind
the world of s obligations. We
manage a programme of global en-
vironmental quality, monitoring,
an coviconmental management ad-
tion plan and support measurcs
comprising environmental  law,
public information, education and
cleaner technology iraining for imn-
dustry. Other important issues gre
solutions for the provision of ale-
quate additional finances and the
rransler of environmentally sound
and sustainable technologies to
develaping countries, We are also
acutely aware that without new and
additional financial resources, there
can be no meaningful transfer of
technology and no real hope of
sustainable development.

These then are some of the
challenzes and hopes thar face the
world today, UNEP, being the en-
vironmental conscience of the UN
System,. has plaved a vital role in
bringing them to the atention of
governmental agenda. This being
the 2th Anniversary of UNEP, We

have mapped out this agenda in the
State of the Environment Report
(1972-92). | can report that the
challenge is still there, and the
hape, undimmed.

The world's largest flower, Lthe
Rafflesia, is umique to vour region,
I balieve, [t can measure up (o ong
meter across and weigh up to 9
kilos. The flower bursts its bud of
glory within & week and then
chrivels  up and dies. It is &
magnificent example of the [ragili-
ty, mystery and wonder of life. 1t is
a reminder that mar 15 [ragile too
and can only survive if he lives in
harmony with nature,

Arabic Islamic Thought
published

Volume 2, Number 1 of the Arabic
lamguage version of COMSTECH’S
quarterly Journal, *‘Islamic
Thought and Scientific Cregtivity,™
has recently been published by the
1A5.

The publication which iz co-
sponsored by the Royal Academy
for Islamic Civilization Research,
Al Albait Foundation, containg the
falowing articles; “'Scientific and
Technological Co-aperalion among
the buslim Countries' by Prof. M
A Kazi, “Higher Corriculum Under
lslamic Education' by Dr N A
Baloch, **Interest-Fres Banking and
Finance in Beonomic Paradigm of
fslam™ by Dr Nawazish Ali Zaidi
and also **The concept of Islamic
Jehad®t by Prof, M M Curashi,

Volume 2, Number 2 of the
Journal, which has also  been
published, contains the following ar-
tcles: “‘Evolution of Science Dur-
ing the &th to 11th century A.I3.7

by Dr Qaiser Mushtag and A L
Tan, “*QuranicMethod of Storage of
Wheat™ by Dr F H Shah, Dr W H
Shah and Dr Tasnim Kausar, ©'The
Qur'an as Stimulus of Science in
Early Islam'" by Dr H Daiber,
“Constitutional  Principles . of
[slamic Political Svstem™ by Dr b
A Kazi.

The English-language version of
“Palamic Thought and Scientific
Creativity,'" is published quarterly
by the Organisation of the Islamic
Conference-Ministerial  Committes
on  Scientific and  Technological
Co-pperation, COMSTECH
Secretarial, 3 Canstitution Avenue,
Sector G-5, Islamabad, Pakistan,

yng et =l
weplell mlzylllg
[T =

L e LT
b et el

g Ruwlll ymall
gkl =lay g

L e i ]
ek i by g
R e e e il
P o i Bl et [

#

=



PROFILES

Prof. Atta-ur-Rahman F1AS

An clected Fellow of the slamic
Academy of Sciences since 1'9HH,
Prof. Rahman graduated from
Cambridge University { England} in
1968, with a PhD in Crganic
Chemistry,

Prof. Rabhman 1=, al pressnt, e
CHrector af the REesearch Instifute
of Chemesiry af Karachi Universicy,

He is an internaticoally koown
scientist with an extensive list of
publivations in his feld, and one
who is known for his contnbulion
to the establishment of one of the
renowned  Pakistani  centres  of
natural products chemsicy (H.E..
Researeh [nstitute of Chemistry ).

OF the previous posts eocupied by
Prof. Rahman, was that of a
teaching professor as well as an
associate  professor ot Karachi
Untversity { Pakiscan ).

Furthermore, Prof. Rahman has
edited 24 books and about three
hundred research papers in several
fields of organic chemistry, and 15
the first recipient of *‘Scientist of
the Year” Award as well as
itara-i-Imiiaz,’” which was
awarded 1o him in 1990,

Apart from being o Fellow of the
IAS, Prof. Rahman is also a Fellow
of the Third World Academy of
Sciences and a member of the
Amcrican Chemical Sociely,

\

Prof. Ali Abdulla Al-
Shamlan FIAS

A Founding Fellow ol the Islamic
Academy  of Scicnces, Prof. Al
Shamlan, who is 47, is the former
Minister of Higher Education in the
government of Kuwall.

Prof, AlShamlan obtained his
Master’s Degree from the Universi-
ty. of Texas in 1971 and hiz PhD in
Crealogy from Kuwait University in
L4973,

Formerly, Prof. Al Shamlan has
served as the chairman of the
geology department at the Liniver-
sicy of Kuwait, Dean of Faculty of
Science as owell as the Director
Cicneral of Kowail Foundatien for
the Advancement of Science
(KEFEASY,  the Institution which
hosted the Third IAS Conference of
1989, **New Technologies amnd the
Development of the Muslim
World."”

Furthermore, Prof. Al Shamlan
15 a member of the American
Association  of  Petroleum
Geologists and  the  Society  of
E¢onomic Paleontologisis  and
Mineralogizis as well as being a
member  of  Kwwall - University
Coungil,

Prof. Al Shamlan is the author of
[0 specialized  publications on
microfacies analysis, and
pelropraphy,

Prof. Abdullah Al Muti
Sharafuddin FIAS

Prof. Sharsfuddin, who is a Foun-

ding Fellow of the Islamic Academy

of Sciences, is a Bangali professor

af physics.

Currently, Prof. Sharafuddin is
the PFresident of Bangladesh
Assoviation for Science Edugation,
He has obtained his M5 in Physics
from Dhaka Universidy in 1953 and
hiz PR in Science Edocaticn from
Chicpgo University in 1962,

Of the previcus posts ocoupicd by
Prof. Sharafuddin was that of joint
secretary in charge at the Minisicy
of Education a5 well as being
gecretary  of  the science and
technoloey division in the govern-
ment of Bangiadesh,

Moreaver, Prof. Sharafuddin is
the authar of 34 bhooks on scence
and technology and has over 5060
published papers and articles on
seience and education, He is also a
member of Bangladesh Educational
Planning and Development-Lnited
Malions Association of Bangladesh.

Im mddition, Prof, Sharalfuddin is
the awardee of the UNESCO Kal-
inga Prize For the Popularization of
Scicnee in 1983: the Ekushey Padak
MAoward for contribution to Educa-
tion f President’s Award), 1983
and  the Abul Mansur Ahlmad
Avvard for Literature in 1985,
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Prof, Salimuzraman Siddiqui
FIAS

Praf. Ralimuzzaman Siddigui is an
elected. Fellow of  the [slamic
Academy of Sciences, who was
horn on 19 Octobker 1897 in Subeha,
Barabanki, UL.P. India,

Prol. Siddigus was educated at
Frank furt University from whers he
obtamed his PhD in the Chemistry
of Matural Products in 1927,

OF the several posis occupied by
Prof. Siddigui, was that of Dircctor
of the Research Institute at Tibbi
Callege, Delhi and the Directar of
the Chemical Labaratories. Since
1964, Praf. Siddigui has been chair
professor and co-director of the
H.E.I. Research Institute of
Chemistry-Karachi University,

In recoenition of his remarkable
contribution to international scien-
tific research, Prof, Siddiqui
wis awarded the Gold Medal of 1he
Soviet Academy, Hilal.e-lmliaz of
Pakistan and the Islamic Medicine
Awiard by the Kuwail Foundation
lar the Advancement of Science, in

1981,
An outstanding  professar of

chemistry Tor more than ity years,
Prof. Siddigui has over 150
rescarch  puhblications  covering
many lelds of chemistry, Prof.
Siddigui was elected a member of
the Watican Academy of Sciences
and appointed  as  Pontifical
Acadermictan i 1546,

The Istamic Academy of Sciences [4A8

The 1AX i an independent, nor-political, non-governmental and
Ram-prafit making  orgoitisefion of disiinpnished sefentlses amd
rechinalogisis dedicaded o the promotion of all aspects of science and
fecfurodoeyin the fsfamiic World,

The exvalilivharend of the fdlamie Acaderny of Sefences LAS wirs
recormmended, by phe Chrganisarion of Islamic Conferemee; (HC
Mtareling Commiites: on Sclentific and Teelwmalopical Co-operation
COMSTECH, and .'.u.l'll.ir:'l.;lur.'uh!J' r.r.l;.lf.ln;h'ﬁ.l' f.l_'.' the Faprth felamic
Swertendt feldd ar Cassabdanca, in 1984, The Founding Conference af
fhe Acaderny way freld in Sordan in October T334,

The CGovernnrent of Tordan graciousty Foses the TAS af Aminan,
wihere the headguarters of the Acedemy started Junctivning in April
987,

The neain abfectives of the Acadenity are:

* T serve as a comsultalive Orgarizarion af the Blanie Unrnak amd
Srvtiieepdoneis fer f'fh'_,l'ﬁ':"'lle!-u::lf.'j'r.'e'i'ru:r i ."q,:n;'_h.r.luﬂr}g}'.

* To inittate selence and technology programmes and Sformalaie
stadards aof scientific performance.

= T prowmote researck o afor groffems fecing the fslomic cowr-
fries and o fdemtify furare technologies of relevance for possible
aoopiion and wiilivaiion.

IAS Newsletter

Prldished e English by e Islaenee Acadermy of Sefonces,
Editorial Board:

Dr Anwar M Bilbeisi
Eng. Mouncel B Zow'bi

lhe Editortal Bosrd weloomes all articlés, partcularly shar ones,
and would consider e -EI.I'I'I.'I.'II.'.II'iZ'.ll.'!|;.'-.-. ol any isnakeral submiatted
lor publication in accordance with 1AS's own regalakons:

Correipondence:

Islamic Academy of Sciences 17 Dibonat Streel

Pl Box 8306 Siath Circle

Faliran llephoene: 822104, 823385
Acrnman Facsimile: W2-4-821803
Jordan Telexy: 24368 IAS J0),

Lapyrighe ic1 T Ak, 1003

Al s peser vl

[AS-MN1T-92
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MNew issues of Journal
published

The [IAS has recently  publizhed
Vohune 4, Number 4 and Volume
5, Mumber | of the Journal of the
Eslannic Academy of Sciences.

Volume 4, MNumber 4 conlains
more than 12 different articles in
such  subjects as Chemisiry,
Biology, - Mycology, Hematology,
Mechanics, Endocrinology,
Nuelear Meadicine, Parazitology and
Pathalogy,

Volume 5, Mumber | conlzins an
Editorial on Radicactive Pollution
by A Y Ozemire as well a5 articles in
Plivsics, Mechanwal Engioeering,
Environmentzl Sciences, Botany,
Microbiology, Cytology,
FPhysialegy, Pharmacy, Phar-
mecilogy and Hematolopy.

This- Jowurnal iz dhe leading
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numtber of subscribers,

Further information about the
Journal and the articles it contains
can be obrained from the Editor;
Prof. Mact M. Bor Flab, Mithat-
pasa Cad, ‘Moo 6655, Ankara,
Furkey, ( Fax: 90-4-31 10232 ).

Academy  poblication, and  one
which 15 edited and published in
Turkey under the chief editorship
of Prof, Maci M. Bor FIAS.

The Jourpal of the Islamic
Academy of Sciences iz widely
distributed, with an ever increasing

Mustim Scholars

THARBIT IBN QURRA (836-901 CE)

Thabit [bn Qurra Ibn Marwan Al Harrani was born at Harean, in Mesopatamin,

thin Qurra contributed 10 several branches of science, notably mathematics,
gslromomy and mechanics in addition 1o translating a large number of works
from Greek fo Arabic,

tn Qurra had a big role in extending all concepts of iraditional geometry (o
geametrical algebra nnd proposed several theories that led (o the development of
non Eoclidean geometry, spherical trigonometry, integral caleulus and real
i hers,

Thabit Ibn Qurra, whe mastered the Greek and Hebrew languages, authored
many greal books on mathematics amd asironomy that later became relizhle
references in the Muslim World and beyond.

His original books as well as his iranslations aceomplished in fhe Yh centiry,

exerted a positive influence on the development of subsequent scientific research.

(Takew fewn: Personvlities Noble, Nationn! Science Councll of Pokiston, edited by Had i
Wakammed Sain ),

* Meferemee way made i S Al el fsfaemic Soieniifle Feefaee ™ by Prof AN Abduliak Thodre  FIAS
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